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, sovereignty of the Hapsburgs. Even one of his own ambas-
sadors did not hesitate to denounce the folly of his superior
for raising the Straits Question and for his leisurely tour of
Europe after Buchlau instead of returning to Russia; the
whole affair might cause Izvolski's fall from office:
M. Izvolski is undoubtedly very intelligent and highly
cultivated, but unfortunately he is weighed down by exces-
sive irritability and pride. An unfavorable newspaper ar-
ticle costs him his night's rest. In * his combinations he is
too subtle and tricky, so that he often does not see the
forest for the trees and what is simplest. All his arrange-
ments aim only at the enhancement of his personal prestige.
His eventual successor will be M. Charykov.43
Izvolski, therefore, in view of his weakened position at
home and his failure at Paris and London, began to pre-
tend to che Serbians, in spite of what he had just said to
M. Vesnitch in Paris, that he had never approved Austria's
annexation of Bosnia. While still in London he "did not
conceal his vexation at Austria, and protested most energet-
ically against the affirmation that he had given his approval
to the annexation." He declared that he would do every-
thing to protect Serbian interests and secure compensation
for them.44 Stopping at Berlin on his way home from
Paris and London, he denounced Austria in still stronger
terms to Milovanovitch: "He condemned Austria-Hun-
gary, which has entirely lost the confidence of Russia and
of the Western Powers; he expressed the conviction and
the hope that her action in this affair would be avenged
upon her in a sanguinary manner." . But in Berlin he found
that Germany ^was firm in supporting her Austrian ally's
refusal to submit the annexation to a'Conference unless its
43 Eemarks of Muraviev at Rome, as reported by Monts to Billow,
Oct. 25, 1908; G.P., XXVI, 220.   On the feeling in St. Petersburg, ibid.,
pp. 124-129, 169-173, 199, 235-239, 265 ff.
44 Report of Gruitci from London, October 13, 1908; Bogitchevitch,
157461.